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Ruthie

Key of B written by Pete Wernick
play open in B © Niwot Music — ASCAP
tuning: g B'FAC used by permission
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I just met a special girl makes me want to  tell the world run through the
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streets singing Ruthie. She’s so pretty and she’s smart. I think I've
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lost my heart. Ican't help thinking of my Ruthie. Walk through
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the streets singing  Ruthie.

To play this one along with the recording you will to tune the banjo down a whole step. This is just
a standard drop-C tuning, which is then dropped two frets to a drop-Bb tuning. You can play it in a
regular drop-C (gCGBD) if you prefer, as the chords here indicate. The lyrics are presented to help
you see how the melody of the tune relates to the tab.

“This tune was made up within a week or two after my mom had died, and I was just sitting
in the room with my dad, killing time by playing the banjo. I was in C-tuning and I made up
this banjo tune. It sounded old-timey and I liked the way it had unexpected moves in it. I
went in to take a shower and these words started coming at me which were based on things
my dad had said about my mom and dad’s life together.

“That’s how this tune came about — it started as a banjo tune. The reason it ended up down in
Bb was to accommodate Alan O’Bryant’s best vocal range. He wanted to sing it in Bf so I
figured I would just lower the whole tuning by one whole step. The sound agreed very nicely
with my Granada and reminded me somewhat of John Hartford, another big musical influence
of mine. It was Jerry Douglas’ idea to do this with just banjo and voice, and Alan O’Bryant
did the song proud.”
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Second break
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The second and third breaks are essentially the same as the representative sections of the first break,
with some subtle variations. Check the ending of the third and fourth breaks. It is tricky to notate,
but not hard to play. The grace note at the end of measure 20 is meant to show that the left hand
slides up from the first position C chord to the 8th and 10th fret as soon as the last note of the roll is
sounded. Listen to Pete on the CD and it will be clear.
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Fourth break
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Pete with his parents at Winterhawk



